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been practically within his gift for a number of years, the statement
was not calculated to meet the criticisms of those who looked upon
the action as a grievous mistake. The comments of the Bombay
correspondent of the Capital on the speech were brief and caustic :
The victor accepted the crown with mock-modesty, his heart
fluttering the while with fierce lust of a triumph gained by a
destruction of all the decencies of public life which he himself
had helped to establish.
This may be regarded as an extreme view of the matter, and as
partly inspired by a passion for linguistic effect, but there is no
doubt the election did not evoke the universal approbation which
the great services of Pherozeshah had called forth on similar occa-
sions in the past. There were those, even among his admirers, who
felt very strongly, that he would have been well advised if he had
not yielded to the importunities of his friends. The Times of India,
which had then come under the direction of a singularly able and
broadminded editor, Mr, (now Sir) Stanley Reed, put the case very
fairly when it observed:
The selection of Sir Pherozeshah for the office in what will be a
historic year, secures that the city shall be represented by a dis-
tinguished figure, and one who has laboured hard for its welfare.
Yet fully recognizing the value of his services, we think it would
have been more graceful if Sir Pherozeshah had not offered
himself as a candidate at the eleventh hour, and had remained
aside in favour of men who had been less richly gifted with civic
honours. The Corporation recognizes his great services, but it has
not been backward in acknowledging them. It has given him a
monopoly of its representation in the Legislative Couacilj even to
the extent of disfranchising itself during his absence in England,
and all members willingly stepped aside to make way for him
when Their Majesties came to India as Prince and Princess of
Wales. Worthily as we know Sir Pfaerozeshah will represent the
city on this occasion, it is a pity that die King and Queen should
be laid under the impression that there is only oae fit for the